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FINDINGS for approval of a Conditional Use Permit to permit the 108 acre expansion of the 

existing east pit area through mining southward into land owned by the State Lands 
Commission to a depth of 200 feet and permit the installation of an asphalt batch plant for a 
period of twenty-five (25) years from the date of approval, or until December 31, 2038. 
 

1. The site for the proposed use is adequate in terms of shape and size to accommodate the 
proposed use and all landscaping, loading areas, open spaces, parking areas, setbacks, 
walls and fences, yards and other required features pertaining to the application.  The 108 
acre mining expansion will be excavated through a phased plan intended to minimize 
impacts to undisturbed surfaces as mining and reclamation activities occurs. The site is 
sufficient large to accommodate the asphalt batch plant and stockpiling of aggregate and 
asphalt materials.  The project conforms to all the requirements of the Development Code 
for the proposed use and incorporates the necessary conditions to safe guard the public 
health, safety and welfare, including biological, hydrology and reclamation conditioning to 
ensure the site is reclaimed in accordance with the adopted reclamation plan. 

 
General Plan Goal LU 9: Development will occur in a phased sequence to ensure that the 
operator is able to maximize the site’s mining potential while concurrently commencing 
reclamation efforts in areas where deposits are depleted or the approved depth reached in 
accordance with the approved reclamation plan 

 
2. The site for the proposed use has adequate access, which means that the site design 

incorporates appropriate street and highway characteristics to serve the proposed use.  
The project site has adequate access from Meridian Road south from Highway 18. It is not 
anticipated that Meridian Road will be impacted or Highway 18 by the 72-170 truck trips 
per day that is projected to occur, which has remained constant since approval of the 
West Pit expansion The Applicant proposes to implement a phased onsite drainage 
control system that will direc.t storm flows into the project excavation area for retention to 
eliminate the erratic sheet flow over Meridian Road. In that the project is located in a 
remote area surrounded by vacant land, there are no conflicts with access to surrounding 
properties 

 
3. The proposed use will not have a substantial adverse effect on abutting property or the 

allowed use of the abutting property, which means that the use will not generate excessive 
noise, traffic, vibration, or other disturbance.  In addition, the use will not substantially 
interfere with the present or future ability to use solar energy systems. The proposed 
mining operation and project improvements have been designed to incorporate the 
necessary mitigation and improvement to comply with the County’s SMARA Ordinance 
and recommendations by the State Office of Mining and Reclamation (OMR).  

 
4. The proposed use and manner of development are consistent with the goals, maps, 

policies and standards of the General Plan and any applicable community or specific plan. 
The proposed site plan together with the provisions for the mine’s phased expansion, 
excavaton and reclamation are consistent with the County General Plan and Rural Living 
(RL) land use designation.  The Project specifically implements the following goals: 
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General Plan Goal ED 7: The County will conserve mineral resources for extractive 
industries. 
 
General Plan Goad CO 7: The County will protect the current and future extraction of 
mineral resources that are important to the County’s economy while minimizing im[of this 
use on the public and the environment. 
 

5. There is supporting infrastructure, existing or available, consistent with the intensity of 
development, to accommodate the proposed development without significantly lowering 
service levels.  The site is in a remote location rural location significantly isolated from 
residential and commercial uses and where mining has operated for over sixty years.  The 
Project would permit mining to transition from an adjacent 90 acre mining site where it has 
operated for over 60 years and for the operator to phase in mining excavation without 
burdening the existing road and other infrastructure serving the existing uses. In that 
existing mining and proposed mining sites are coincident with each other, no additional 
supporting infrastructure is required to extend mining into the proposed site. 
 

6. The lawful conditions stated in the approval are deemed reasonable and necessary to 
protect the overall public health, safety and general welfare because the conditions of 
approval include measures to mitigate biological impacts, air quality impacts, cultural 
resources impacts, green house gas impacts hydrology and water impacts while enforcing 
performance standards 

 
7. The design of the site has considered the potential for the use of solar energy systems 

and passive or natural heating and cooling opportunities by providing the natural resource 
in the form of aggregate to construct solar power plants within the Mojave Desert region. 

 
8. The Initial Study and the related Mitigated Negative Declaration have been prepared in 

compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and represent the 
independent judgment of the County acting as lead agency for the project.  Therefore, if 
approved, a Notice of Determination will be filed.  
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FINDINGS for Lucerne Valley Pit Amended Mining Reclamation Plan (Reclamation Plan) 

on 108 acres (APN: 0449-111-23) 

 
Pursuant to Development Code Section 88.03.060(k)(2), the following findings must be made 
in the affirmative in order to approve the project’s mining reclamation plan: 

 
1. The Reclamation Plan No. 2006M-01 as conditioned complies with SMARA (Public 

Resources Code Sections 2772-2773 and any other applicable provisions). 
 

2. The Reclamation Plan as conditioned complies with applicable requirements of State 
regulations (California Code of Regulations Sections 3500-3505 and 3700-3713).\ 

 
3. The Reclamation Plan and potential end use of land reclaimed as conditioned is in 

compliance with the Reclamation Plan and are consistent with the Development Code, 
General Plan and any applicable resource plan or element. 

 
4. The Reclamation Plan has been reviewed in compliance with CEQA and the County’s 

environmental review guidelines, and all significant adverse impacts from reclamation of 
the surface mining operations are mitigated below a level of significance or to the 
maximum extent feasible. 

 
5. The land and/or resources, such as water will be reclaimed to a condition that is 

compatible with, and blends in with, the surrounding natural environment, topography, and 
other resources. 

 
6. The Reclamation Plan as conditioned will reclaim the mined lands to a usable condition 

which is readily adaptable for alternative land uses consistent with the General Plan and 
applicable resource plan.  With regard to this project, open space.  

 
7. The County has responded to comments and recommendations raised by the State 

Department of Conservation (DOC) in their review of the project’s Reclamation Plan.  In a 
letter dated October 4, 2013, DOC informed the County that with the exception of two 
comments which the County has incorporated as part of the project’s conditions of 
approval, many of comments raised by the DOC’s Office of Mine Reclamation have been 
addressed. 
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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: PROCEDURAL CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 

LAND USE SERVICES DEPARTMENT - (909) 387-4105 

 

1. This conditional approval is for Mining Reclamation Plan No. 2006M-01 for the 

Lucerne Valley Pit: to approve an amended mining and reclamation to allow a 

108-acre expansion onto property owned and managed by the State of 

California.  The site is located southeast of Lucerne Valley, approximately one 

mile south of Highway 18 at 8701 Meridian Road.  The current project site 

consists of the existing pit area 0449-111-23, the west pit expansion area, and a 

small State Lands incursion area totaling 215 acres. The total expansion area 

southward into State Lands, APN 0449-111-33, will cover an additional 108 acres 

(5 acres of State Lands previously permitted) which will increase the total project 

area from 215 acres to 328 acres. A copy of Mining Reclamation Plan No. 

2016M-01 shall be kept on site during operations at all times.  Any alteration or 

expansion of these facilities or increase in the developed area of the site from 

that shown on the final approved plot plans may require submission of an 

additional application for review and approval.  

  
a)  Mining and processing equipment including a concrete batch plant within an existing 

quarry east of Meridian Road,  
 
b)  Drainage diversion and grading on State lands east of Meridian Road,  
 
c)  The Meridian Road right-of-way,  
 
d)  Proposed asphalt batch plant within an existing quarry east of Meridian Road, 
 
e)  Production rate for aggregate to be limited to 500,000 tons per year until east and 

west slopes of the East Pit have been remediated to an inclination of 2:1 (horizontal: 
vertical) and revegetation has been implemented on at least 30 percent on each 
slope. At said completion of remediated slopes, the production rate shall be limited 
to 1,000,000 tons per year.  

 
2. Mining shall not incline final slopes steeper than 2:1 (horizontal: vertical). Fill slope 

remediation efforts shall be conducted and completed in accordance with the 
approved project plan and the CHJ Supplementary Slope Stability Analysis Report 
dated December 26, 2002. The East Pit slope stability testing program shall be 
established and employ methods as recommended in the CHJ report dated August 
18, 2003 and as approved by the County Geologist. This will include submittal of a 
buttress fill slope stability report at least every 50 vertical feet of slope or annually, 
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whichever occurs first. Each report of slope stability shall include the approximate 
quantity of material placed on the slopes during the last review period, with annual 
and cumulative totals. A final Slope Stability Analysis shall be performed by the 
Project Geotechnical Consultant to certify compaction and stability of the final 
slopes.  

 

3. The amended Mining Reclamation Plan No. 2006M-01 shall be effective for a 

period of twenty-five (25) years from the date of approval or until December 31, 

2038.  After the reclamation activities have been completed, the site will return to 

vacant open space managed by the legal owners. 

 

4. The San Bernardino County Land Use Services Department shall be notified in 

writing, within 30 days, about any: 

 

 A) Change in operating procedures, or inactive periods of operation for one (1)  

  year or more. 

 B) Changes of Company ownership, address, or telephone during the life of  

  the Conditional Use Permit or Reclamation Plan. 

 C) Any changes to provisions in lease agreements or real property that will   

  affect the approved Mining/Reclamation Plan. 

 

5. The approved Reclamation Plan shall be bound in a 3-ring notebook and shall 

incorporate the approved mining expansion plans, Drainage Study dated January 

10, 2013, General Biological Assessment, dated May 24, 2012, Revegetation 

Plan, dated May 2012, Geologic Hazards Letter, dated December 6, 2012, 

Ground Water Assessment, dated May 31, 2013 and Conditions of Approval.  

The Reclamation Plan shall be kept at the site at all times during operations and 

be presented to the inspector upon request.  

 

6. The applicant/operator shall ascertain and comply with requirements of all Federal, 

State, County, and Local agencies as are applicable to the project areas.  They 

include, but are not limited to:  the San Bernardino County Departments of 

Planning, Environmental Health Services, Transportation/Flood Control, Fire 

Warden, Building and Safety, Bureau of Land Management, Mojave Desert Air 

Quality Management District, State Fire Marshall, Colorado River Basin Regional 

Water Quality Control Board, CalTrans District 8, California Department of Fish 

and Game, State Mining and Geology Board, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Mine 

Safety and Health Administration (MSHA), the California Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration (Cal-OSHA), and California Highway Patrol. 
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7. In compliance with the County Development Code, Section 81.01.070, the 

applicant shall agree, to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the County or its 

“indemnitees” (herein collectively the County’s elected officials, appointed 

officials (including Planning Commissioners), Zoning Administrator, agents, 

officers, employees, volunteers, advisory agencies or committees, appeal boards 

or legislative body) from any claim, action, or proceeding against the County or 

its indemnitees to attack, set aside, void, or annul an approval of the County by 

an indemnitee concerning a map or permit or any other action relating to or 

arising out of County approval, including the acts, errors or omissions of any 

person and for any costs or expenses incurred by the indemnitees on account of 

any claim, except where such indemnification is prohibited by law.  In the 

alternative, the applicant may agree to relinquish such approval.   

 

Any condition of approval imposed in compliance with the County Development 

Code or County General Plan shall include a requirement that the County acts 

reasonably to promptly notify the applicant of any claim, action, or proceeding 

and that the County cooperates fully in the defense.  The applicant shall 

reimburse the County and its indemnitees for all expenses resulting from such 

actions, including any court costs and attorney fees, which the County or its 

indemnitees may be required by a court to pay as a result of such action.   

 

The County may, at its sole discretion, participate at its own expense in the 

defense of any such action, but such participation shall not relieve the applicant 

of their obligations under this condition to reimburse the County or its 

indemnitees for all such expenses.   

 

This indemnification provision shall apply regardless of the existence or degree 

of fault of indemnitees.  The applicant’s indemnification obligation applies to the 

indemnitees’ “passive” negligence but does not apply to the indemnitees’ “sole” 

or “active” negligence or “willful misconduct” within the meaning of Civil Code 

Section 2782. 

 
8. The applicant/operator shall maintain an acceptable form of financial assurance 

for the reclamation plan and conditions of approval.  The financial assurance 

shall identify the County of San Bernardino as the beneficiary.  Any withdrawals 

made by the County for reclamation shall be re-deposited by the 

applicant/operator within 30 days of notification.  

 

The financial assurance shall be calculated based on a cost estimate submitted by 

the applicant/operator and approved by the County and the Department of 



Lucerne Valley Pit                   Page 4 of 21 
Amended Mining and Reclamation Plan          February 20, 2014 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
Mining Reclamation Plan No. 2006M-01 
 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION MEASURE: Shown in Italic Type 

Conservation, Office of Mine Reclamation for the approved reclamation 

procedures.  Each year, following the annual mine site inspection, the assurance 

amount shall be reviewed and, if necessary, adjusted to account for new lands 

disturbed by surface mining operations, inflation and reclamation of lands 

accomplished in accordance with the approved Reclamation Plan. 

  

The financial assurance is not established to replace the applicant's/operator’s 

responsibility for reclamation, but to assure adequate funding to complete 

reclamation per the Reclamation Plan and Conditions of Approval.  Should the 

applicant/operator fail to perform or operate within all of the requirements of the 

approved Reclamation Plan, the County or Department of Conservation will follow 

the procedures outlined in Sections 2773.1 and 2774.1 of the Surface Mining and 

Reclamation Act (SMARA) regarding the encashment of the assurance and 

applicable administrative penalties, to bring the applicant/operator into compliance.  

The requirements for the assurance will terminate when reclamation of the site has 

been completed in compliance with the approved Reclamation Plan and accepted 

by the County and the Department of Conservation, Office of Mine Reclamation 

pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Section 3805.5. 

 

9. This Reclamation Plan shall become null and void if the conditions applicable to 

the amended Reclamation Plan have not been complied with following due 

process and/or operation has not commenced within three (3) years of the date 

of approval.  One extension of time, not to exceed three (3) years may be 

granted upon written request and submittal of the appropriate fee, not less than 

30 days prior to the date of expiration.  PLEASE NOTE:  This will be the only 

notice given for the above specified expiration date.  The applicant is responsible 

for the initiation of an extension request. 

 

10. The applicant/operator shall submit a report summarizing the past year’s mining 

and reclamation activity to the Department of Conservation, Office of Mine 

Reclamation and the Land Use Services Department each year.  Mine site 

inspections will occur in conjunction with the annual report or at other times as 

appropriate.  

 

11. As determined necessary on a case by case basis, the applicant shall deposit 

funds with the County necessary to compensate staff time and expenses for 

review of compliance monitoring reports and site inspections. 

 

12. If the operation or Mine Reclamation Plan procedures change from those 

outlined in the Amended Reclamation Plan No. 2006M-01, the applicant/operator 
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shall file an amendment and secure approval 90 days before such changes can 

be made effective. 

 

13. Per the proposed plan, blasting is NOT a part of this approval.  As such, no 

explosives shall be stored on-site. 

 

14. All conditions of this Amended Reclamation Plan are continuing conditions.  

Failure of the applicant/operator to comply with any or all of said conditions at 

any time could result in the revocation of the permit granted to use the property. 

 

15. The Army Corp. of Engineers (COE) regulates discharge of dredged fill materials 

into Waters of the United States pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  

If the COE agrees that the delineated waters on the site are jurisdictional and the 

project will result in the discharge of materials into waters of the United States, a 

404 permit may be require and will need to be obtained from the Los Angeles 

COE District Office.  A pre-construction notification should be submitted to the 

COE District office early in the environmental process 

 
16. The Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) regulates discharge to 

surface waters under the Clean Water Act (CLA) and the California Porter-Cologne 

Water Quality Act; therefore, a Section 401 permit may be require in conjunction 

with the 404 permit, if the COE concurs that the site supports waters of the Unites 

States.  Effective July 1, 2010, all dischargers are required to obtain coverage 

under the Construction General Permit Order 2009-0009-DWQ adopted on 

September 2, 2009.  A Section 401 water quality certification may be required as 

part of the approval by the COE if a 404 permit is deemed necessary by the COE. 

 
17. The proposed mine expansion project will impact 21.5 acres of waters of the 

United States which would fall under the jurisdiction of the California Department of 

Fish and Game (CDFG) which regulates streambed and banks.  Therefore a 

streambed alteration permit (Section 1600-1616) will be required which will outline 

the various mitigation measures and avoidance measures that will be required as 

part of the proposed project. As part of the process, a “Notification of Lake or 

Streambed Alteration” form will need to be submitted to CDFG for review and 

comment. 

 

18. The applicant/operator shall process a Condition Compliance Review through the 

County in accordance with the direction stated in the Conditional Approval letter, 

for verification of conditions for each phase of the project as approved in the 

Reclamation Plan.  A minimum balance of $1,200.00 must be in the project 
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account at the time the Condition Compliance Review is initiated.  NOTE:  

Sufficient funds must remain in the account to cover the charges during the 

Compliance Review for each phase. 

 

19. Prior to issuance of the approved Permits, all fees due under actual cost job No. 

AP20120009 shall be paid in full.  

 

20. Implementation of the mitigation measures required for this project shall be verified 

according to the methods identified in the Mitigation Monitoring and Compliance 

Program.  Planning verification of compliance shall be requested through submittal 

of a Mitigation Monitoring and Compliance Application along with the required fee 

deposit.  A qualified third party consultant with experience in mine operations shall 

do mitigation monitoring compliance verification to be funded by the 

applicant/operator.  Annual reports shall be prepared by the operator that 

summarizes compliance with regulatory agency monitoring requirements and 

submitted to Land Use Services by Oct 1st of each year. 

 

21. Deposit accounts with the County shall be funded prior to review of all required 

mitigation monitoring plans and reports, financial assurance estimates, and 

conduct of annual inspections. 

 

22. This project is approved as a 24-hour operation. Operations include using rock 
crushing and grinding and conveying equipment, operation of motorized 
equipment such as loaders, haul trucks, and water trucks, with the sole exception 
of personal vehicles. In addition, operations include the maintenance and 
cleaning of any equipment that involves running a motor, generator, and/or 
conveyor belt.  Should results of a noise study indicate that operations would not 
comply with the County noise ordinance; the Planning Director may require 
modification of such operations.  
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PRIOR TO LAND DISTURBANCE, THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS SHALL BE MET: 

 

LAND USE SERVICES DEPARTMENT, PLANNING - (909) 387- 4105 

 

23. Prior to authorized expansion southward into State Lands, the Mine and 
Reclamation Plan text and maps shall be revised to reflect the project as approved 
by the Planning Commission including an interim means to manage stormwater 
consistent with the policies of the County and State for storm water management and 
long-term erosion control. 

 

24. The revision and interim means to manage stormwater will undergo technical 

review by County staff and the Office of Mine Reclamation (OMR).  The approval 

incorporates comments per Office of Mine Reclamation letter dated October 4, 

2013 to the extent stated in the County’s response letter to OMR dated January 

17, 2014. 

 

25. Prior to new disturbance, the applicant/operator shall post a County-approved 

financial assurance mechanism for the amount necessary to assure that 

adequate funding is available to complete reclamation per the Reclamation Plan 

and Conditions of Approval.  The financial assurance shall identify the County as 

the beneficiaries on approved forms.   

 
26. Authorization for mine access and ground disturbance activities shall be provided 

from the California State Lands Commission prior to initiating new land 

disturbance activities affecting APN 0449-111-33. 

 
PRIOR TO OPERATION, THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS SHALL BE MET: 

 

LAND USE SERVICES DEPARTMENT, PLANNING - (909) 387- 8311 

 
27. AQ-1. The project proponent shall ensure that any portion of the site to be 

graded shall be pre-watered prior to the onset of grading activities. 

 

28. AQ-2. Project proponent shall ensure that watering of the site or other soil 

stabilization method shall be employed on an on-going basis after the initiation of 

any grading and mining activity on the site. Portions of the site that are actively 

being mined shall be watered to ensure that a crust is formed on the ground 

surface, and shall be watered at the end of each workday. 
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29. AQ-3. The Project proponent shall ensure that all disturbed areas are treated to 

prevent erosion. 

 
30. AQ-4. The Project proponent shall ensure that all mining and processing 

activities are suspended when winds exceed 25 miles per hour. 

 
31. AQ-5. During operation, street sweeping will be conducted as needed along site 

access roadways to remove dirt dropped by vehicles. Site access driveways and 

adjacent streets will be washed if there are visible signs of any dirt track-out. 

 
32. AQ-6. All equipment used for mining and construction must be tuned and 

maintained to the manufacture’s specification to maximize efficient burning of 

vehicle fuel. 

 
33. AQ-7. The operator shall maintain and effectively utilize and schedule on-site 

equipment and on-site and off-site haul trucks in order to minimize exhaust 

emissions from vehicle idling. 

 
34. AQ-8. The operator shall comply with all existing and future CARB and 

MDAQMD regulations related to diesel-fueled trucks, which may include among 

others: (1) meeting more stringent emission standards; (2) retrofitting existing 

engines with particulate traps; (3) use of low sulfur fuel; and (4) use of alternative 

fuels or equipment. 

 
35. AQ-9. The aggregate crusher must obtain permits to construct and annually 

renew permits to operate from the MDAQMD and be in compliance with such 

permits. 

 
36. AQ-10. This facility must handle all material (raw, byproducts, and finish 

materials) so as not to cause a Nuisance (odors) per District Rule 402. 

 
37. AQ-11. A Blue Smoke Control filter cartridge will be used in this project to 

mitigate for the blue smoke. 

 

 
38. BIO-1 Desert Tortoise: The following measures shall be implemented: 
 

g. The Applicant shall provide an information sheet to all persons who work on-
site during mining activities.  The program shall consist of a brief presentation 
from a person knowledgeable about the biology of the Desert Tortoise, 
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Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), and California Endangered 
Species Act (CESA). 

 
h. A litter control program shall be instituted. The program includes the direction 

to all workers to eliminate food scraps, paper wrappers, food containers, 
cans, bottles, and other trash from the project area and to maintain covered 
trash containers that are regularly removed from the project site. All trash and 
food items should be promptly enclosed in raven proof containers (i.e. metal 
or solid plastic trash cans) and disposed of in a licensed disposal facility on a 
regular basis. 

 
i. Workers should inspect for desert tortoises under vehicles and equipment 

prior to moving them.  If a desert tortoise is present, the worker should 
carefully move the vehicle or equipment only when necessary or should wait 
for the desert tortoise to move out from under the vehicle or equipment. 

 
j. Only an Authorized Biologist(s) shall be allowed to handle tortoises. The 

Authorized Biologist(s) shall have a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the CDFW for handling tortoises.  

 
k. Upon discovery of a Desert Tortoise in a work area, all work in that area shall 

stop until the Desert Tortoise is relocated. An Authorized Biologist shall be on 
site or on call to relocate any desert tortoise found during work activities. The 
desert tortoise shall be monitored until the Authorized Biologist arrives. 

 
39. BIO-2 Burrowing Owl: Utilizing accepted protocols, within 30 days prior to 

initiating mining activities, a pre-construction survey must be conducted for the 
Burrowing Owl by a qualified biologist. 

 
40. BIO- 3 Riparian Habitat/Wetlands: Prior to commencing mining activities or 

earth disturbing activities within the area depicted in Figure 5 of the Jurisdictional  
Delineation for the Lucerne Valley Pit dated December 11, 2011 prepared by 
Agcon Inc.,  the project applicant shall obtain a Section 404 Permit from the 
USACE, a Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement from the CDFW, and a 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB for permanent impacts 
21.5 acres of jurisdictional area that are regulated by the USACE, CDFW, and 
the RWQCB.  Impacts shall be mitigated at a 2:1 ratio through an off-site 
mitigation bank or the contribution of in-lieu fee program acceptable to the 
County of San Bernardino and the USACE, CDFW, and RWQCB. 
 

41. BIO-4 Joshua Trees: Plant species protected by state law and County 
ordinance; yucca, agave (Joshua tree) and cactus, will be transplanted during 
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growth media salvage to areas which remain undisturbed until they are used in 
revegetation of the site. 

 
42. CR-1 Cultural Resources: The developer/property owner shall submit a letter to 

County Planning agreeing to adhere to the following requirements and shall 
include a note on the grading plans and in all construction contracts/subcontracts 
a provision that the project contractors shall also adhere to the following 
requirements:  

 

 In the event archaeological, paleontological and/or historical resources, 
including pottery, middens or human remains, are uncovered during 
earthmoving activities, all work in that area shall cease immediately and a 
qualified archeologist shall be retained to access the findings, and if 
necessary provide appropriate disposition of the resources. Earthmoving shall 
be diverted temporarily around the deposits until they have been evaluated, 
recorded, excavated, and/or recovered as necessary. Earthmoving shall be 
allowed to proceed on the site when the archaeologist, in consultation with 
the appropriate Native American Tribe(s) and the County of San Bernardino 
Museum, determines the resources are recovered to their satisfaction. 

 

 If possible human remains are encountered during any earthmoving activities, 
all work shall stop in the area in which the find(s) are present, and the San 
Bernardino County Coroner must be notified. State law dictates that the 
Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) shall be notified in the event 
that remains are determined to be human and of Native American decent, in 
accordance with California Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. 

 

43. The operator shall stockpile all available growth medium and vegetation from 

areas to be disturbed and maintain the stockpiled material with temporary 

erosion control methods.  At the time of reclamation, areas being reclaimed shall 

have the stockpiled growth medium and vegetation spread over them.  Re-

vegetation areas shall be ripped to a depth of one-foot and shall be 

supplemented by broadcast seeding with native and locally adapted seed per the 

approved reclamation plan. Stockpiled growth medium shall be stored separately 

from silt and overburden material stockpiles and shall be stabilized through 

establishment of temporary vegetative cover or other acceptable means of 

surface treatment for prolonged storage periods. 

 

44. Reclamation Plan shall be revised prior to recordation and issuance to identify 

location of stockpiled growth medium, clarify if symbol for “concrete foundation to 

be removed” refers to specific outlined foundation or all outlined structures, and 

include APN boundaries on reclamation site plan.  
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45. The applicant/operator shall obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) Permit for storm water discharges associated with operation 

activities.  The NPDES permit shall be submitted to the Colorado River Basin 

Regional Water Quality Control Board (CRBRWQCB) and a copy shall be 

submitted to Planning, or provide evidence from the CRBRWQCB that the 

NPDES permit is not needed.  For more information, contact CRBRWQCB at 

(760) 340-4521. 

 
46. The Operator shall submit an Erosion Control Plan prior to any land disturbance 

or operations and shall construct adequate measures to control surface runoff to 

protect surrounding land and water resources in a manner commensurate with 

standard engineering practice.  They may include, but not limited to, drainage 

ditches, sediment containment basins, and localized control and maintenance 

measures to intercept and control disturbed area drainage. 

 
47. The operator shall prepare a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program outlining 

how storm water shall be conveyed or directed on and off-site during operations 

to avoid impacts to groundwater and surface water quality.  Within the SWPPP, 

the operator shall list Best Management Practices (BMPs) to be employed on-

site to avoid water quality impacts. The SWPPP shall be submitted to the 

Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board and a copy 

submitted to Planning or provide evidence from CRBRWQCB that the SWPPP is 

not needed.   For more information, contact CRBRWQCB at (760) 340-4521. 

 
48. The area of illumination from any lighting shall be confined to be within the site 

boundaries and to minimize impacts to night sky views from surrounding 

properties. The glare from any luminous source, including on-site lighting shall 

not exceed one-half (0.5) foot-candle at property line.  On-site lighting shall be 

fully shielded, diffused, or directed in a manner to avoid glare directed at adjacent 

properties, roadways or any light spill into any wildland areas surrounding the site 

that might affect nocturnal animals.  No light shall project onto adjacent roadways 

in a manner that interferes with on-coming traffic.  All lighting shall be limited to 

that necessary for maintenance activities, security and safety purposes.  All signs 

proposed by this project shall only be lit by steady, stationary, shielded light 

directed at the sign. 

 
49. The applicant/operator shall maintain and annually renew existing permits to 

operate the processing plant, onsite generators, and any other applicable 

equipment from the MDAQMD and be in compliance with said permits. 
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50. Operation of all off-road and on-road diesel vehicles/equipment shall comply with 

the County Diesel Exhaust Control Measures (Development Code, Section 

83.01.040 (c)) including but not limited to: 

 
A. Equipment/vehicles shall not be left idling for period in excess of five 

minutes;  
B. Engines shall be maintained in good working order to reduce emissions; 
C. Onsite electrical power connections shall be made available where 

feasible; 
D. Ultra low-sulfur diesel fuel shall be utilized; 
E. Electric and gasoline powered equipment shall substituted for diesel 

powered equipment where feasible; 
F. Signs shall be posted requiring all vehicle drivers and equipment 

operators to turn off engines when not in use; 
G. In addition, all on-road diesel trucks shall not idle more than five minutes 

per truck trip or per day on the project site. 
 
51. The “developer” shall submit for review and obtain approval from County 

Planning of a signed letter agreeing to include as a condition of all construction 

contracts/subcontracts requirements to reduce GHG emissions and submitting 

documentation of compliance. The developer/construction contractors shall do 

the following: 

 
a) Select construction equipment based on low GHG emissions factors and high-
energy efficiency. All diesel/gasoline-powered construction equipment shall be 
replaced, where possible, with equivalent electric or CNG equipment. 
 
b) All construction equipment engines shall be properly tuned and maintained in 
accordance with the manufacturers specifications prior to arriving on site and 
throughout construction duration. 
 
c) All construction equipment (including electric generators) shall be shut off by 

work crews when not in use and shall not idle for more than 5 minutes. 

 

52. The operator shall submit for review and obtain approval from County Planning of 

evidence that all air quality mitigation measures have been installed properly and 

that specified performance objectives are being met to the satisfaction of 

MDAQMD. 

 
53. Prior to new ground disturbance, a Licensed Land Surveyor shall be employed to 

determine and permanently monument the property corners and limits of each 
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road right-of-way and project boundaries.  For each corner, GPS coordinates (or 

other similar technology) shall be provided in a format acceptable to the County.  

A final report shall be provided to Land Use Services. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, Land Development Division – Drainage Section (909) 
387-8311 
 
54. The project is located within Flood Zone   D   according to FEMA Panel Number 

6575H dated 08/28/2008.  Flood hazards are undetermined in this area, but 

possible.  Adequate provisions should be made to intercept and conduct the 

tributary off site - on site drainage flows around and through the site in a manner, 

which will not adversely affect adjacent or downstream properties at the time the 

site is developed. 

 

55. A Registered Civil Engineer shall investigate and design adequate drainage 

facilities to intercept and conduct the off-site and on-site drainage flows around 

and though the site in a manner which will not adversely adjacent or downstream 

properties. 

 
56. Prior to planned construction of any drainage control structures, the applicant 

shall submit engineered drawings to the San Bernardino County Building and 

Safety Department for review and approval. Construction of drainage structures 

may not commence until final Building Permits have been issued certifying the 

engineered design of structures meets all building codes in force at the time of 

application. 

 
57. Prior to Grading Permits, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife must be 

notified if the drainage course of any streambed on the property is to be altered 

or encroached.  A Streambed alteration agreement shall be provided prior to 

grading.  

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT/Land Development Division – Road Section (909) 

387-8311 

 

58. The developer shall submit for review and obtain approval from the Land Use 

Services Department the following dedications, plans and permits for the listed 

required improvements, designed by a Registered Civil Engineer, licensed in the 

State of California.  These shall be submitted to the Land Use Services 

Department, located at 385 N. Arrowhead Ave, San Bernardino CA 92415-0187.  

Phone (909) 252-5224. 
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Meridian Road (Secondary Highway – 88’) 

 Road Dedication. A four (4) foot grant of easement is required to provide a 

half-width right-of-way of 44 feet. 

 

59. Transitional Improvements. Right-of-way and improvements (including off-site) to 

transition traffic and drainage flows from proposed to existing, shall be required 

as necessary. 

 

60. A Land Development Division requirements shall be completed by the Applicant 

prior to occupancy. 

  

COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, Traffic Division - (909) 387-8186 

 

61. The project falls within the Lucerne Valley Local Transportation Facilities Fee 

Plan. This fee shall be paid by a cashier’s check to the Department of Public 

Works Business Office. Additional information can be found on the following 

website. 

http://www.sbcounty.gov/dpw/transportation/pdf/LUCERNE%20VALLEY.pdf 

 

62. Prior to occupancy, the applicant shall apply for one or more of the following: a 

Hazardous Materials Handler Permit, a Hazardous Waste Generator Permit, an 

Aboveground Storage Tank Permit, and/or an Underground Storage Tank 

Permit. 

 
COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – Surveyor – 909 387-8149 

 
63. APN’S 0450-201-21, 25, 29, & 33 are not under the ownership of Hi-Grade 

Materials or the State of California. Prior to approving this project, verification 

shall be provided that the owner of these parcels, Robar Enterprises, Inc. 

consents to the expansion of this project onto their property. 

 

64. If any activity on this project will disturb any land survey monumentation, 

including but not limited to vertical control points (benchmarks), said 

monumentation shall be located and referenced by or under the direction of a 

licensed land surveyor or registered civil engineer authorized to practice land 

surveying prior to commencement of any activity with the potential to disturb said 

monumentation, and a corner record or record or survey of the references shall 

be filed with the County Surveyor (Section 8771(b) Business and Professions 

Code). 
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65. The following conditions are for the occasion where the monuments of record 

cannot be located and the boundary must be determined for construction 

purposes. 

 

 A Record of Survey/Corner Record shall be filed in the following instances: 

 

a) Legal descriptions or construction staking based upon a field survey of the 

boundary or building setbacks. 

b) Monuments set to mark the property lines. 

c) Pursuant to applicable sections of the Business and Professions Code. 

 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: ON-GOING OPERATIONAL CONDITIONS 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES (909) 387-4666 

 
66. The Noise level shall be maintained at or below County Standards, Development 

Code Section 87.0905(b).   

 

67. If a septic system is installed, it shall be maintained so as not to create a public 

nuisance and shall be serviced by a DEHS permitted pumper.  

 
68. No land filling of wastes shall occur on-site without an approved Solid Waste 

Facilities Permit.   

 
69. All refuse generated at the premises shall at all times be stored in approved 

containers and shall be placed in a manner so that visual or other impacts, and 

environmental public health nuisances are minimized and complies with the 

Development Code, Section 33.0830 et seq.  For information, please call 

DEHS/Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) at: 909-387-4655. 

 
70. All refuse containing garbage shall be removed from the premises at least one 

time per week to an approved solid waste facility in conformance with San 

Bernardino County Code Chapter 8, Section 33.0830 et seq.  For information, 

please call DEHS/LEA at: 909-387-4655. 

 
71. All refuse not containing garbage shall be removed from the premises at least 

one time every two weeks to an approved solid waste facility in conformance with 

San Bernardino County Code Chapter 8, Section 33.0830 et seq.  For 

information, please call DEHS/LEA at: 909-387-4655. 
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COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT, Fire Warden (760) 843-4375 

 
72. The primary access route shall comply with the minimum requirements for fire 

protection and/or emergency response with applicable local ordinances, codes, 

and/or fire protection standards. 

 

73. Construction permits, including Fire Condition Letters, shall automatically expire 

and become invalid unless the work authorized by such permit is commence 

within 180 days after its issuance, of if the work authorized by such permit is 

suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 days after the time the work is 

commenced.  Suspension or abandonment shall mean that no inspection by the 

Department has occurred within 180 days of any previous inspection.  After a 

construction permit or Fire Condition Letter, becomes invalid and before such 

previously approved work recommences, a new permit shall be first obtained and 

the fee to recommence work shall be one-half the fee for the new permit for such 

work, provided no changes have been made or will be made in the original 

construction documents for such work, and provided further that such suspension 

or abandonment has not exceeded one year.  A request to extend the Fire 

Condition Letter or Permit may be made in writing PRIOT TO the expiration date 

justifying the reason that the Fire Condition Letter should be extended.  

 
74. The project is under the jurisdiction of the San Bernardino County Fire Dept.  

Prior to any construction on any parcel, the applicant shall contact the Fire 

Department for verification of current fire protection requirements.  All new 

construction equipment shall comply with the current Uniform Fire Code 

requirements and all applicable statutes, codes, ordinances and standards of the 

Fire Department. 

 
75. If expansion includes the addition of above ground storage tanks plans must be 

submitted to the County Fire Department for review and approval. 

 

LAND USE SERVICES DEPARTMENT, PLANNING - (909) 387-4105 

 

76. The applicant shall implement measures to stabilize and secure the site during 

periods of inactivity as per the approved Reclamation Plan.  An Interim 

Management Plan (IMP) as required by SMARA, Section 2770(h) shall be 

submitted to Planning for review and approval within 90 days of the mining 

operation becoming idle. 

 



Lucerne Valley Pit                   Page 17 of 21 
Amended Mining and Reclamation Plan          February 20, 2014 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
Mining Reclamation Plan No. 2006M-01 
 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION MEASURE: Shown in Italic Type 

77. The mining operation shall be conducted in a uniform manner, with exterior 

slopes and floors trimmed as the mining operation proceeds to facilitate 

implementing site reclamation.  Excavations shall be conducted so as to leave 

them in a reasonably neat and trim manner.  The final site shall be graded and 

revegetated as per the approved Reclamation Plan Plot Plan.  Any changes to 

the approved plans shall require a Revision Application. 

 
78. The applicant/operator shall maintain the premises in a neat and orderly manner 

at all times.  No refuse shall be retained at any time in the work areas.  All refuse 

shall be disposed of at an approved licensed disposal facility.  Refuse storage 

shall be maintained in closed containers.  

 
79. Material shall not be stockpiled adjacent to an active drainage unless adequate 

protective measures are implemented.  Adequate measures shall consider the 

most adverse conditions the stockpile location will likely experience. 

 
80. Reclamation shall be initiated at the earliest possible time on those portions of 

the mined lands that will not be subject to further disturbance by the surface 

mining operation. 

 
81. Clearly legible signs denoting limits shall be posted along with fencing, berms, or 

rock barriers, as necessary, to protect against accidental entry to the site.  

Lettering shall be a minimum four (4) inches in height.  As feasible, signs shall be 

placed every 300 feet around the perimeter of the project plan area where 

undisturbed ground adjoins the permit area.  All signs shall be in place prior to 

the commencement of extraction activities.  

 
82. The applicant/operator should regularly review the adequacy of the signs. Care 

should be taken to ensure that signs do not become blocked by vegetation or 

become illegible from dirt or deterioration.  As new phases are developed, 

additional signs may be needed. In evaluating the adequacy of signs, they should 

be considered from the viewpoint of a first-time visitor on the property, such as a 

vendor or a contractor.  Pay special attention to any areas where public roads 

intersect project roads.  Other drivers may not be familiar with the operation of 

mining equipment, the mine’s traffic patterns, and equipment blind spots.  Ensure 

that the traffic and warning signs that are provided in these areas are adequate. 

 
83. Any advertising or identifying sign shall be constructed in compliance with the 

designated Official Land Use District for this site. 
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84. The applicant shall install Company identification signs on all company owned 

and operated haulage trucks used on public roads.  The signs shall be located on 

both sides and the rear of each truck.  The information contained on the sign 

shall include: 

 

 On the rear of the truck:   On the side of the truck: 

 A. How am I driving?   A. Company name. 

 B. Truck number.   B. Truck number. 

 C. Company phone number.  C. Company phone number. 

 

The signing shall be printed in a minimum of 3" high lettering.  The applicant shall 

have a person or an answering machine available during operating hours to 

answer the phone that corresponds to the phone number on the truck.  The 

persons answering the phone number shall be instructed as to how to take the 

calls, how to affect a solution, and be responsible for returning a call to the 

complainant with results of investigation.  The applicant shall keep a log of all 

calls received and shall include documentation of response and/or resolution of 

complaints.  The log shall be made available to the County upon request. 

 
85. In the event of any soil contamination on-site, the applicant/operator shall remove 

to a licensed disposal site, any soils that become chemically contaminated so as to 

preclude any chemical leaching into the local ground water supply over time.  State 

and Federal regulations require generators and transporters of hazardous waste to 

complete a manifest form for both inter- and intrastate transportation of hazardous 

waste.  

 

86. In the event of any spill(s) on site, the applicant/operator shall remove any soils 

and or liquid in accordance with the approved Business Plan. 

 
87. Any well, exploratory hole or test hole which is abandoned, out of service, or 

otherwise left unattended shall have a temporary cover over the well or opening 

which prevents the introduction of undesirable material into the well or hole, and 

ensures public and wildlife safety pursuant to California Health & Safety Code, 

Section 115700.   

 
88. Non-portable plant equipment and structures are restricted to a maximum of 35 

feet in height above natural grade level.  

 
89. Test plots shall be indicated on the Mine Reclamation Plan and required to 

determine the suitability of growth media for revegetation purposes.  Test plots 
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shall be conducted simultaneously with mining to determine the most appropriate 

planting procedures to be followed to ensure successful implementation of the 

Re-vegetation Plan. 

 
90. Re-vegetation Monitoring will continue annually for at least five (5) years after 

reclamation has been completed.  Following the first two years of qualitative 

monitoring, quantitative monitoring will be conducted.  Monitoring will utilize 

methods appropriate to the areas under study.  Beginning with the adoption of 

the final revision of the Reclamation Plan that encompasses all the needed 

changes to be consistent with the final conditions of project approval, and 

continuing until reclamation is completed, the applicant/operator will submit to 

Planning annual monitoring reports.  The reports will: 

 

A. Describe re-vegetation actions undertaken in the reporting period; 

B. Identify areas that have been disturbed; 

C. Identify areas and acreage for which re-vegetation has been started; 

D. Present results of investigations on species diversity and other measures of 

re-vegetation success in test and control or reference plots; 

E. Describe successes and problems in the re-vegetation efforts for that year; 

F. Describe steps taken to resolve problems or achieve re-vegetation success; 

G. Describe disturbance and re-vegetation efforts planned for the next two years.   

 
91.  If re-vegetation is not successful, the applicant/operator shall undertake the 

following actions: 

 

A. If, during the first two years of qualitative monitoring, revegetation is 

clearly not successful, the applicant/operator will re-evaluate the 

revegetation methods and will discuss changes to these methods with the 

County representatives.  The applicant/operator will revise the Re-

vegetation Plan, secure concurrence from Planning for the changes, and 

begin implementing the new measures. 

B. If the test plots do not meet the specified success criteria of the control 

plots after three years, the applicant/operator will make an assessment of 

the re-vegetation methods to identify any deficiencies contributing to 

planting failures.  Corrective action shall be incorporated in follow-up 

testing. 

C. If after five years, the re-vegetated areas (as measured by the results of 

the test plots) have not achieved these success criteria, the 
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applicant/operator will immediately begin to implement the measures 

identified in a contingency plan. 

 

92. Re-vegetation in arid areas is tenuous at best and, therefore, the applicant shall 

provide in the Financial Assurance Cost Estimate the costs to monitor and report 

on revegetation, incidental disturbance and erosion control for a time period of 

five (5) years following the termination date of operation. 

 

93. Pursuant to SMARA, Section 2772.7, Planning will prepare a “Notice of 

Reclamation Plan Approval” on a form to be approved by the County Recorders 

Office.  The operator shall pay any and all review and recording fees. 

 
PRIOR TO FINAL CLOSURE, THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS SHALL BE MET: 

 

94. Upon final reclamation, provisions shall be implemented to intercept and conduct 

off site tributary drainage flows around or through the site to minimize erosion in 

a manner which will not adversely affect adjacent or downstream properties shall 

be verified pursuant to conditions #55? and shall be maintained five (5) years 

following the termination date of operation. 

 

95. At the time of termination of the operation for any reason, all equipment, structures 

and refuse associated with the operation shall be removed from the site, all 

hazards mitigated, and reclamation initiated within 90 days, as per the approved 

Reclamation Plan. 

 
96. Upon final reclamation, evidence shall be provided that all wells, exploration holes 

or test holes, as defined by DWR Bulletin 74-81 as revised in 1988 or the latest 

revision are destroyed in accordance with DEHS regulations and in such a 

manner that will no longer be a hazard to the health and safety of people and 

wildlife.   

 
97. All access roads on site, which will not be retained for post-operation uses, shall 

be reclaimed at the conclusion of mining/hauling activities.  

 
98. The applicant/operator shall re-contour the site at the conclusion of operations 

(platforms, stockpiles, settling ponds, etc.).  The site should resemble natural 

landforms where possible.  

 
99. Each area reclaimed shall be identified on a map and labeled for identification.  

The final map shall be provided to Planning for review and approval.  
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Exhibit E 

 
RESPONSE to COMMENTS 

for the  
Lucerne Valley Pit Revision to Mining & Reclamation Plan 

 MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION  
AP20120009 

 
 

 
 

 
 

County of San Bernardino 
Land Use Services Department  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

January 22, 2014 

 



RESPONSES TO COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION  

 

Comment letters that were received are identified as follows: 
 
State Agencies 
 
Native American Heritage Commission, December 9. 2013. 
 
California Department of Transportation, December 27, 2013 
 
California State Lands Commission, January 2, 2014. 
 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, January 22, 2014. 
 
Local Agencies 
 
None 
 
Individuals 
 
None 
 
Responses to each comment are provided on the following pages.  The County’s 
responses to the comments immediately follow the comment letter and are identified as 
“COUNTY RESPONSE:”  



Comment Letter from the Native American Heritage Commission 
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Comment Letter from the Native American Heritage Commission 
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 Comment Letter from Native American Heritage Commission  
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 Comment Letter from Native American Heritage Commission  
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 Comment Letter from Native American Heritage Commission  
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COUNTY RESPONSE: 

 
In order to mitigate to cultural resources to the maximum extent feasible, the following 
mitigation measure was included in the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration: 
 
CR-1: The developer/property owner shall submit a letter to County Planning agreeing to adhere 
to the following requirements and shall include a note on the grading plans and in all 
construction contracts/subcontracts a provision that the project contractors shall also adhere to 
the following requirements:  
 

 In the event archaeological, paleontological and/or historical resources, including 
pottery, middens or human remains, are uncovered during earthmoving activities, all 
work in that area shall cease immediately and a qualified archeologist shall be retained 
to access the findings, and if necessary provide appropriate disposition of the resources. 
Earthmoving shall be diverted temporarily around the deposits until they have been 
evaluated, recorded, excavated, and/or recovered as necessary. Earthmoving shall be 
allowed to proceed on the site when the archaeologist, in consultation with the 
appropriate Native American Tribe(s) and the County of San Bernardino Museum, 
determines the resources are recovered to their satisfaction. 

 

 If possible human remains are encountered during any earthmoving activities, all work 
shall stop in the area in which the find(s) are present, and the San Bernardino County 
Coroner must be notified. State law dictates that the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) shall be notified in the event that remains are determined to be 
human and of Native American decent, in accordance with California Public Resources 
Code Section 5097.98. 
 

With implementation of Mitigation Measure CR-1, the concerns expressed by the Native 
American Heritage Commission are addressed.  
 

Finding: No revisions to the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration are 

required.  



Comment Letter from California Department of Transportation 
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Comment Letter from California Department of Transportation 
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Comment Letter from California Department of Transportation 
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Comment Letter from California Department of Transportation 
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COUNTY RESPONSE: 

 

According to Guide for the Preparation of Traffic Impact Studies, State of California 
Department of Transportation, December 2002, a Traffic Impact Study (TIS) is required 
under the following circumstances: 

 

“II A. Trip Generation Thresholds  

The following criterion is a starting point in determining when a TIS is needed. 
When a  
project:  

 

1. Generates over 100 peak hour trips assigned to a State highway facility  

 

2. Generates 50 to 100 peak hour trips assigned to a State highway facility – and, 

affected State highway facilities are experiencing noticeable delay; approaching 

unstable traffic flow conditions (LOS “C” or “D”).  

 
3. Generates 1 to 49 peak hour trips assigned to a State highway facility – the 

following are examples that may require a full TIS or some lesser analysis
4

:  
 

a. Affected State highway facilities experiencing significant delay; unstable or forced 

traffic flow conditions (LOS “E” or “F”).  

 

b. The potential risk for a traffic incident is significantly increased (i.e., congestion 

related collisions, non-standard sight distance considerations, increase in traffic 

conflict points, etc.).  

 

c. Change in local circulation networks that impact a State highway facility (i.e., 
direct access to State highway facility, a non-standard highway geometric design, 
etc.).  

 
4

A “lesser analysis” may include obtaining traffic counts, preparing signal warrants, or a focused TIS, etc.” 

The nearest State highway facility is SR 18  which is located approximately  one (1) mile 
north of the Project site. 
 

Based on information obtained from the Caltrans website, the segment of SR 18 in the 
vicinity of the project site (SR 18 @ Lucerne JCT RTE 247) is currently operating at 
LOS B with a total of 790 peak hour trips in both directions.  
 



Comment Letter from California Department of Transportation 
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Currently fifteen (15) people are employed with the possibility of increasing to twenty 
(20) people at full production levels. Truck traffic from the Project site is directly related 
to market demand and will range from 72 to 170 trips per day. The Project will not result 
in peak hour trips in excess of 50 trips as the maximum number of daily trips (172) is 
dispersed over an eight hour period.  
 
The Project does not involve any road improvements or design features that affects a 
State highway facility. Primary access will remain off Meridian Road which is improved 
to County standards. Based on the above, the requirement for a TIS (or lesser analysis) 
as identified in Criterion 1 through 3 above is not applicable.  
 
 

Finding: The Final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration has been clarified 
with respect to trip generation and the requirement for a TIS.  This clarification 
does not change the conclusions drawn by the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated 
Negative Declaration or provide any new substantive information related to the 
Project or a Project-related significant environmental effect. Recirculation of the 
Initial Study//Mitigated Negative Declaration is not required.  
 
 



Comment Letter from California State Land Commission 
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Comment Letter from California State Land Commission 
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COUNTY RESPONSE: 
 
The following Mitigation Measure is added to the Mitigated Negative Declaration: 
 
CR-2: The developer/property owner shall submit a letter to County Planning agreeing 
to adhere to the following requirements and shall include a note on the grading plans 
and in all construction contracts/subcontracts a provision that the project contractors 
shall also adhere to the following requirements:  
 

 Title to all archaeological or historic resources are vested in the State and under 
the jurisdiction of the California State Lands Commission (CSLC). In the event 
archaeological or historic resources are uncovered during earthmoving activities 
on lands vested in the State and under the jurisdiction of the California State 
Lands Commission, all work in that area shall cease immediately and the County 
shall consult with Senior Staff Counsel Pam Griggs by phone at (916) 574-1854 
or by email at Pamela.Griggs@slc.ca.gov.  

 

Finding: The Final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration has been revised 
to add Mitigation Measure CR-2.  This revision does not change the conclusions 
drawn by the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration or provide any new 
substantive information related to the Project or a Project-related significant 
environmental effect and the addition of Mitigation Measure CR-2 in conjunction 
with Mitigation Measure CR-1 is considered to be equivalent or more effective 
with respect to preserving cultural resources. Recirculation of the Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration is not required. 
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COUNTY RESPONSE: 
 

The Biological Resources Assessment prepared for the project site dated May 24, 2012 
found that none of the sensitive species (including Desert Tortoise and Mojave Ground 
Squirrel) that have been documented within five miles of the project site were observed 
during the general biological surveys as well as the focused Desert Tortoise surveys.  
 
The project site was re-assessed on October 17, 2013 and it was determined that there 
have been no changes in the site conditions, and the results presented in the May 2013 
Biological Resources Assessment are still valid. (See attached letter from RCA 
Associates, LLC). 
 
Finding: The Final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration has been clarified 
to indicate that the Biological Resources Assessment was updated on October 
17, 2013.  This clarification does not change the conclusions drawn by the Draft 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration or provide any new substantive 
information related to the Project or a Project-related significant environmental 
effect. Recirculation of the Initial Study//Mitigated Negative Declaration is not 
required.  
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EXHIBIT F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revised Revegetation Plan For Lucerne Valley Pit 
Expansion Area 

 



























































EXHIBIT G 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drainage Study  
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EXHIBIT H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jurisdictional Waters Delineation Report 
 



















































EXHIBIT I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reclamation Plan 
(Provided as a separate document)  
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