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WWW.rcaassociatesinc.com

January 19, 2021

Ms. Sophie Steeno

Steeno Design Studios

11774 Hesperia Road, Suite B1
Hesperia, CA 92345

Re:  Joshua tree survey, 2.3-acre parcel (APN: 0357-421-15) in Hesperia, California.
RCA#2021-4JT

Dear Ms. Steeno:

RCA Associates, Inc. conducted a site survey for Joshua trees on January 19, 2021 on the 2.3-
acre parcel referenced above located in Hesperia, California (Figure 1). The survey was
conducted as per the survey methodology required by California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) as outlined below.

The property is bordered on the east and south by vacant land. Ranchero Road borders the site
on the north and beyond it is a gas station with a convenience store. Bordering the property to
the west is Escondido Avenue with vacant land located beyond. The site shows some signs of
previous disturbance and supports a rural desert plant community. The dominant species were
brome grasses (Bromus sp.) and fiddleneck (Amsickia tessellata). Other species included
Russian thistle (Salsola tragus), rubber rabbitbrush (Ericameria nauseosa), and Joshua tree
(Yucca brevifolia). House finch (Carpodacus mexicanus), horned lark (Eremophila alpestris),
and rock pigeon (Columba livia) were the only wildlife species observed during the field
investigations.

Methodologies

Pedestrian surveys were walked throughout the site and biologists from RCA Associates, Inc.
evaluated the area for the presence of any Joshua trees. Each tree was marked on a GPS and
tagged with a metal tag on the north facing side. General health assessments were used to
determine transplant eligibility. If deemed transplantable, pink surveyor flagging was placed
around each tree. Surveys were performed on January 19, 2021 from 0800 to 0845 hours.
Temperatures during the survey were in the low to mid 40’s (°F), wind speeds of about 5 to 10
mph, and 100% cloud cover.


http://www.rcaassociatesinc.com/

Ms. Sophie Steeno
APN: 0357-421-15
Hesperia, California
Page 2

Joshua trees occur throughout the Mojave Desert in Southern California and are typically found
at an elevation of 400 to 1,800 meters (~1,200 to ~5,400 feet). Joshua trees within the western
portion of the Mojave Desert typically receive more annual precipitation during "normal" years;
consequently, cloning occurs more often resulting in numerous trunks sprouting from the same
root system (Rowland, 1978). Joshua tree habitats provide habitat for a variety of wildlife species
including desert wood rats (Neotoma sp.) and night lizards (Xantusia sp.) both of which utilize
the base of the trees. A variety of birds also utilize Joshua trees for nesting such as hawks,
common ravens, and cactus wrens. CDFW consider Joshua tree woodlands as areas that support
relatively high species diversity and as such are considered to be a sensitive desert community.
Joshua trees are also considered a significant resource under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and are included in the Desert Plant Protection Act, Food and Agricultural
Code (80001 - 80006).

If Joshua trees are suitable for transplanting, they should be relocated/transplanted on-site, which
is the preferable option, or to an off-site area approved by the City of Hesperia and CDFW.

Those Joshua trees that are not suitable for relocation/transplanting due to size, health of the tree,
presence of damage, excessive branches, excessive leaning, clonal, and exposed roots should be
disposed of as per City and CDFW requirements.

Results

Based on the results of the January 19, 2021 field investigations, there are four Joshua trees
present within the boundaries of the site (Figure 2). It is the opinion of RCA Associates, Inc.
that none of the four trees meet the requirements of being transplantable due to various reasons
(i.e., height, clonal, excessive leaning).

As of September 22, 2020, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife temporarily listed the
western Joshua tree (Yucca brevifolia) as an endangered species for one year until a final
decision is made in 2021. Therefore, any attempt to remove or relocate the Joshua trees from
their current positions may require an Incidental Take Permit (ITP). If you have any questions,
please call me at (760) 956-9212.

Sincerely,

Ryan Hunter

Ryan D. Hunter
Environmental Scientist & Biologist
RCA Associates, Inc.

HDFile: #2021-4JT
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