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Daggett Solar Power Facility EIR 
Scoping Meeting Summary 

 
 
The County of San Bernardino (County) held a Project Scoping Meeting on April 11, 2018 from 
4:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the Daggett Community Services Center at 35277 Afton Street, Daggett, 
CA 92327. The meeting provided the opportunity to provide input on the range of environmental 
issues to be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). The DEIR is being 
prepared to address California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements for the County’s 
consideration of the proposed Project. Approximately 40 members of the public were in 
attendance, as well as County staff, Michael Baker staff, and applicant representatives.  
 
Attendees were asked to sign-in and were provided a comment sheet and a speaker card. A 
presentation was provided, followed by an opportunity for attendees to make oral comments. 
Attendees were encouraged to provide written comments, either via the comment sheet, or by 
submitting comments during the scoping review period.  
 
This document summarizes oral and written comments relevant to the scope of the DEIR which 
were provided at the meeting and are generally organized by topic. Numerous attendees voiced 
general opposition to the project. These comments and others related to non-CEQA issues (e.g. 
effect on property values) are not incorporated into this document as they do not relate to the 
scope and content of the EIR. 
 
Air Quality/Dust/Sand  
 

• PM10 and PM2.5 have the potential to be exceeded and should be monitored on-site.  
• The whole area of Daggett has a very high content of very fine sand/soil which is a 

problem with future winds and sand storms. 
• The bushes that are currently in place serve to mitigate dust. Removing them would 

trigger dust storms and would exacerbate current dust problems.  
• The project would cause homes to be vacated due to dust storms.  
• Health hazards related to dust should be addressed.  
• The consequences of cutting/grading soil could be devastating because once the main 

soil/top layer is removed, sand erosion cannot be stopped. This is true for both Newberry 
Springs and Daggett.  

• Dust in air craft engines will be damaging to the aircraft.  
 
Biological Resources 

 
• Current extreme wind/dust patterns are changing the pattern of the nearby river. The 

implementation of the project could exacerbate this current condition. 
• Clearing the project area from native plants will drive snakes, squirrels and other animals 

into neighboring homes. 
• It is requested that water usage statistics for other comparable solar farm projects be 

made available and compare them to water use projections for the proposed project. 
 

  



 

Page 2 of 3 
 

Historical Resources 
 

• Daggett historical society is concerned about the project since Daggett is overall a 
historical area. For example, the Daggett ditch extends through the community. 
Additionally, Daggett provided electricity to the first mines in the area. All of these features 
could be jeopardized with the project disturbing such a large area. 

• The Route 66 Historical Society should be consulted because the project would have the 
potential to disturb historical areas and the Route 66 Corridor. 

• The Santa Fe Spur Rail Road Line is of WWII historical significance and could be 
damaged. 

• There are portions of the airport that are historical in nature.  
 

Aesthetics/Views/Community Character 

• Solar panels have potential to block views, considering that solar panels can be up to 20 
feet high.  

• Considering the potential height of the solar panels, it is not believed that that any type of 
fence will be able to block the solar panels from being visible. 

• Fences, proposed buildings, and certain structures would completely block neighbors’ 
scenic views.  

• Rural character is treasured. Project would impact community character. 
• Glare of solar panels is not good for pilots and residents.  

 
Environmental Process 
 

• No Initial Study was prepared; it is believed that not enough time was given to assess and 
provide comments on the potential impacts. Thus, a 60-day NOP review extension is 
requested.  

• It is requested that an extension to the usual 45-day review period be given to provide 
comments on the forthcoming EIR.  

• 120 ft. tall transmission towers could affect the military facility and operations of the 
helicopters. The airport/military base would like to be integrated in the process. 

• FAA and DOD should be consulted in this process.  

• The Daggett Historical Society and the Route 66 association should also be consulted. 
 
Land Use and Planning 
 

• This industrial project should not be located in residential areas (i.e., the project site) 
which is surrounded by residential properties. The project should be located on the 
opposite side of Interstate 15 (I-15) where no one lives and consequently, the project and 
eventual sand storms would not affect anyone.  

• The project description should state that the project is located near the Mojave Desert 
National Monument.  

 
Traffic and Circulation 
 

• Traffic accidents already occur on highway 40 due to sand storms. The project would only 
worsen that situation. 
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Water Resources 
 

• Water supply/groundwater/drought concerns were presented by the California Rural 
Water Association. 

 
Attachments:  
 
Sign-in Sheets 
Completed Comment Forms  
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