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and promulgated by a consortium of emer-

gency organizations (Mountain Area Safety

Task Force-MAST). Both have general evac-

uation route maps (see Appendix). Neither

are detailed enough to apply to a specific locale within the area. An evacuation plan for a
locale such as the Church of the Woods site, is therefore necessary.

The Church of the Woods site is situated in a noteworthy location that requires explicit atten-
tion to certain natural disasters, and requires particular attention to timing and preplanning.
The site is subject to usual natural and human-caused disasters—fire, flood, and earthquake,
but its primary threat comes from fire. Other disasters can occur and result in the need for
evacuation—hazardous materials incidents being a salient potential problem.

Triggers for Evacuation

Hazardous Materials

Hazardous materials can range from local storage tanks containing compressed gases, such as
oxygen and natural gases for cooking and heating, to off-site storage, and transport of chemicals
or radioactive materials. Release of hazardous materials can result in wind-borne fumes or
contaminated air that range from noxious to deadly, or in spills of material that can range from
environmental damaging to injury or death for humans. Generally, these kinds of incidents
require evacuation to locations out of the range of the particular spill or wind-borne plume.
However, one kind of hazardous material incident-that of a tanker, carrying flammable material,
that is burning-requires more drastic evacuation procedures. The fire can often be emerging
from a flller hole, or a puncture in the tank. The tank can become an uncontrolled projectile if
it is not cooled down in sufficient time. Evacuation from such an incident should be immediate,
and constitute a long distance from the site—on the order of miles. Direction of evacuation is
difficult to discuss because direction of the projectile is unpredictable. Cover from flying missiles
is a useful consideration.



















































