




From: Randall Porter
To: Newland, Derek
Subject: Fw: Comments on MRP-2023-00001, Gold Discovery Group
Date: Monday, September 1, 2025 1:22:54 PM

You don't often get email from randall_k_porter@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you can confirm the sender and know the content is safe.

   

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Randall Porter <randall_k_porter@yahoo.com>
To: derek.newland@lus.sbcouny.gov <derek.newland@lus.sbcouny.gov>
Sent: Monday, September 1, 2025 at 12:47:00 PM PDT
Subject: Comments on MRP-2023-00001, Gold Discovery Group

Mr. Newland:
Thank you for speaking with me.  I have a few minor suggestions and comments on the GDG
application.  

1.    The Department of Conservation states-  "By way of a Memorandum of Understanding between the
Department of Conservation, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and the U.S. Forest Service
(USFS), have agreed that the statutes and regulations of SMARA are applicable to lands regulated by
BLM and the USFS. Under the terms of the agreement, the local lead agency remains the lead agency
and has the main responsibility to enforce the requirements of SMARA. The lead agency works
cooperatively with the federal agencies to assure that the requirements of the local ordinances, state
statutes and regulations and federal requirements are met. • Lead agency status cannot be delegated to
the federal agency. • The local lead agency must require and approve (after review by the Department of
Conservation) a reclamation plan and financial assurances. (Lead agencies may accept operation plans,
reclamation plans and environmental studies that meet BLM and USFS, provided they meet the
requirements of SMARA.) • The financial assurances must be payable to the appropriate federal
agency, as well as to the lead agency and the Department of Conservation. • The local lead agency
retains responsibility for annual inspections. For the mine operator: • Mining claims with the appropriate
federal agency, and claim maintenance fees are still required. • Mine operators are still required to submit
annual reports and annual reporting fees to the Department of Conservation."  
This means the Surety Bond for GDG must name the Ridgecrest BLM Field Manager as well as San
Bernardino County and California Dept. of Conservation.   
  See https://conservation.ca.gov/dmr/publications/Documents/SMARA%20FAQ.pdf

2.   Sections 14 and 15 of annual Mining Report Form MRRC-2 require reporting the assessed value of
the operation and the amount of gold/silver produced.  This means GDG is required to submit form BOE-
560-C to the San Bernardino County Assessor, and account for it to Dept of Conservation.   You might
wish to mention this in your SMARA approval. 

3.  SMARA lead agencies have traditionally felt that County governments do not have authority to do
approve mine operations on federal land, and limit their CEQA analysis to reclamation only.  Nonetheless,
a California court HAS ruled that CEQA requires analysis for the effect of mining, and the CEQA analysis
is incomplete otherwise.  Please  discuss the decision at  https://hthglaw.com/california-court-clarifies-
ceqa-review-mining-operations-federal-land/  with either the Dept of Conservation and/or your Counsel. 

Good Luck!
Sincerely,
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