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5.1 FIELD INVESTIGATION FINDINGS 
 
Clear Avoidance: If it is determined that no western Joshua trees will be affected by the proposed 
grading/construction, the project can proceed. For the building inspector to make this 
determination, there must be a forty (40) foot clearance between the area of disturbance and the 
trunk of any western Joshua tree. 
 
Expert Determination of Avoidance: If it is found that the proposed grading/construction is within 
forty (40) feet of a western Joshua tree, the applicant may seek a determination from a Desert 
Native Plant Specialist to attest to and confirm avoidance of the western Joshua tree. The 
specialist’s report may specify protective measures to ensure that the proposed 
grading/construction will avoid any impact constituting a take of any western Joshua tree. 
 
State Permit Required for Take: If it is determined that the proposed grading/construction would 
require a western Joshua tree take as defined above in 3.0, the project may be redesigned to avoid 
impact to the tree, or the applicant must obtain an Incidental Take Permit from the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife before the project can proceed.   
 

6.0 REPORT BY A DESERT NATIVE PLANT SPECIALIST 
 
An applicant has the option to submit a report, prepared by a Desert Native Plant Specialist, to document 
avoidance of western Joshua tree take by the project. The report must include a site plan, drawn to scale, 
showing the location of proposed grading/construction and all existing western Joshua trees, with photos 
showing all western Joshua trees in relation to the proposed grading/construction. The report must contain 
the findings and avoidance recommendations of the Desert Native Plant Specialist, as well as a signature 
and all pertinent license/qualifications information. 
 

6.1 DEFINTION OF DESERT NATIVE PLANT SPECIALIST 
 
A Desert Native Plant Specialist includes the following: 
 
a) A certified arborist; 

 
b) An individual with a four-year college degree in ecology or fish and wildlife related biological 

science and at least two years of professional experience with relocation or restoration native 
California desert vegetation; or 

 
c) An individual with at least five years professional experience with relocation or restoration of 

native California desert vegetation. Examples: Full-time professional nursery or landscape 
professional experience with native California desert plants, including western Joshua trees. 

 
7.0 QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 
 
The County of San Bernardino will continue to oppose listing of the western Joshua tree as a threatened or 
endangered species under CESA. In the meantime, all inquiries about the protected status and take permits 
should be directed to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife: (909) 484-0167 or 
WJT@wildlife.ca.gov.  
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